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The work of the Great Commission continues:  The destruction and loss of life dominates the news from 
Ukraine, … but God remains on his throne, and his command to proclaim the gospel remains.   
 

Ø Ray and Pam are in Corinth, Mississippi. 
Ø Regina and daughters are in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.   
Ø Sasha is in Odessa, Ukraine.   

 

In February we sent out an urgent appeal asking for financial assistance 
to help evacuate Bible college employees and their families.  You have 
responded with overwhelming generosity.  We continue to receive special 
contributions for the great needs in Ukraine.  Our first effort was to 
evacuate and preserve the college employees and faculty.  We then 
focused on those who chose to remain in Odessa and on ministry volunteers.  We have now turned our attention 
to the Ukrainians we have trained as cross-cultural missionaries.  These are Ukrainians, who were being 
supported as missionaries, by local Ukrainian churches.  Many of these Ukrainian missionaries, found themselves 
suddenly cut off from the support they had been receiving from Ukrainian churches.  Some of them found 
themselves stranded in foreign countries with no mission support and no way to return.  We have identified 
twenty of our former students involved in ongoing missionary activity who need “temporary” support, while they 
work out how they can recover their support from Ukrainian churches.  We feel that they will be in critical need 
of a portion of their lost income through December.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have redefined our crisis assistance as:  
 

“Working to preserve the ministry we 
have built over the past 27 years, 
by preserving the people we have 
trained and their ability to continue 

in ministry.” 
 

To put it plainly:  
 

Ø These Ukrainian missionaries are the result of our ministry over the past few years.   
Ø The Ukrainian church is “temporally” unable to support them.   
Ø There is a current need of $40,000 to make up half of the lost support from Ukrainian churches.   

 

Yana is currently serving in Uganda. In the past she worked with 
Pioneer Bible Translators and has a desire to work with unreached 
people groups.  She writes the following:   
 

Hello Ray,  I wanted to thank you for your many years of work at the 
Odessa Seminary.  With God's help, you taught future missionaries not 
only by giving them academic knowledge, but you showed concern by 
your example of missionary life.  I remember your kindness, your open 
heart to help.  But what I am most impressed by is your continuing care 
for us after we have become missionaries.    It is an honor for me to 
know you personally and to know that you continue to share in our lives 
even when we are in Uganda.  May God's grace and peace be with you 
and your family. And may the Lord do even more through you! 
 
Blessings, Yana 
 

Missionaries in Tajikistan:  In 
addition to the three men from 
Tajikistan, we sent two additional 
Ukrainian students to assist with the 
work.  Because of security concerns, it 
became necessary to relocate these 
students to Romania to work with 
Ukrainian refugees.   
 
We have one Russian student in 
Uganda, who we are having difficulty 
getting back into Russia, because of 
international travel restrictions.   
We find it ironic that Russians and 
Ukrainians are fighting in one country, 
while working together as missionaries 
in another.    
 



 

 

Philippians 1:4-5                   "I pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now."  
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Lena went to South Korea as a missionary, but had to return 
to Ukraine due to COVID restrictions.  While she was awaiting 
the opportunity to return, she began to evangelize Chinese 
students studying in the university in Kharkiv.  (Kharkiv is the 
second largest Ukrainian city and has suffered serious attacks 
because it is close to the Russian border.)  Lena is taking care 
of her elderly parents and writes:   
 

Greetings Ray and Pam, from Ukraine,  I received money 
through Sasha Kyrylov, and Vitalii told me that you are looking 
for money and help for us.  I would like to write you personally 
and tell you "Thank you so much!".  It brings tears from my 
eyes how God helps us through different people, and we thank 
Him for all of you.  We appreciate your help, and it is really 
important for us these days.  Because of the concern of others, 
we have food, medicine, and other necessary things.  I am sure 
you pray a lot about Ukraine and all of us, … thank you.  May 
God bless you all.  And I hope we will meet again.   
 

We pray for the end of this war and to continue our life and 
mission. Though some people say this war will take a long 
time, we wake up every day with hope.  Every day we stand in 
prayer for our land and these people.  May I ask you one more 
prayer request?  I have some problems with health because of 
a lot of stress.  I have problems with my stomach and nerves.    
Thanks, Lena    (Lena took anxiety medication when she was a student.)   
 

Earlier, she wrote:   I am now doing ministry with Chinese 
students who are here in Ukraine.  I teach them Russian 
language and work with a Chinese church in northern Ukraine.  
The university students know that I am a Christian, and this 
allows me to pray with them, and share my faith. Two guys 
from my group became more interested in God and faith, and 
then they also talked with the ministers of the Chinese church, 
listened to their testimonies and asked questions. Yesterday, 
they told me that two of these guys came to the pastor of the 
church and told about their desire to become Christians.  Thank 
you very much for praying for us and these students. These 2 
guys are named Li Jinwen and Wang Boqiau. I know their 
names are hard to remember, but God knows everyone named.   
 

Sino is from a Muslim family in Tajikistan.  He 
was a student in our mission program this 
year.  He arrived in Ukraine carrying 
everything he owned in a backpack.  He is 
back in Tajikistan and writes:  
 
Hello Ray! I would like to inform about the 
ministry that is going on in Tajikistan! We 
thank God that we were able to start ministry 
through soccer in another town.  We have a 
good field and opportunity for creating 
relationships with the guys and many 
opportunities to speak about the Gospel.  I 
would like to tell you a story about one kid I 
am evangelizing: He worked in a cafe to earn 
money for food. When they learned he was 
going to church, he was kicked out for being a 
Christian.  He struggled a lot spiritually, and 
needs your prayers for God to strengthen him.  
He is in the middle of the photo. There are 
also prayer requests.  Please pray for my life.  
Soon the issue with the army should be 
resolved, since I am being drafted into the 
army, and I want to serve the Lord instead.  I 
pray for Ukraine that the Lord give peace to 
both countries.  Ray, may God bless you.  
Sino 
 

During May, Regina will be traveling to 
Moldovia to work with a team of medical 
volunteers treating Ukrainian refugees.  
This is only one hour from Odessa, but 
she will not be able to cross the border to 
see Sasha.  She should be able to send 
some supplies into Ukraine.   
 


